Sitter Feedback Forms
Sitter Feedback Forms are so important!  When a raiser sends their puppy on a sit or trade, some of the most valuable learnings come from the sitter feedback form.  My puppy may be great at settling in a kennel in my home, in our regular routine of kennel time.  She may not be so great in a different kennel, in a different home, with a different routine.  Or my puppy may settle well next to me working at home all day, but may not know what to do when presented with a more active weekday lifestyle or a more structured office environment.  Knowing where she was strong and where she struggled is the only way I’ll know where to concentrate my training efforts. 

Raisers need honest, constructive feedback.  Include the things the puppy did well, and also include the things the puppy could improve upon.

Remember, this isn’t personal!  A puppy’s performance doesn’t determine how good or bad a raiser is.  Sitter Feedback Forms are just a way to gather more information in our quest to help our puppies on their journey to becoming Recall Ready.

Examples of Helpful Comments:
Juno has great loose leash walking skills whether on the flat collar or gentle leader on neighborhood walks and busy outings. No issues with him putting his GL or jacket on and once on he had no issues with them. I had no issues with handling his parts of his body, ears, clipping of his toes, looking in his mouth, brushing his teeth. I even leaned over his body while he was in a down position to get one of his feet while clipping them and he didn't flinch.

When I called his name, he would look up but not respond and come to me unless I had food. Similar response when saying “come”. His obedience is much quicker when he knows a food reward will follow. He stayed on his bed and was very calm unless we were eating dinner at the table, and he seemed to want to toss toys off his bed to get attention. Excellent with gentle food taking.

Juno struggled with house manners. We were aware of his like of Kleenex, so I kept a box near the couch. He sniffed at it and tried to take one on Day 3. He found a pair of knitted slippers on our coffee table (left out as a training opportunity). He sniffed at them and took them in his mouth on the sly. When I said his name, and he looked at me and ran away with the slippers. We got them away from him by cornering him in the bedroom.

We had lots of items (shoes, slippers, backpacks, school papers, lunch boxes, games, etc.) left on the floor and he didn’t touch anything! Excellent crate behavior! He always entered promptly when asked and was left alone in crate for shorter (15 minutes) and also a longer (3 hours) and he did great when crated while we were at home.

We walked on multiple surfaces and Juno had no issues with surfaces: dry grass, green grass, synthetic turf, medium rocks, pea gravel, bark (plastic and wood), stairs (metal, wood, and composite), asphalt, concrete, pot holes, wet dirt, dry dirt, wet surfaces, and puddles.

Excellent loose leash walking outside. However, when there was snow on the ground he would dash or abruptly pull to try to play in the snow when going in/out for relieving.

He relieved within one minute in the parking lot at Safeway during both outings. He was slightly distracted by the sounds of loud truck, plane and construction equipment but he still relieved quickly in parking lot. No accidents.

This morning when we had Juno out to DYB, a deer came down the street (on the other side of the street).  Juno started barking at the deer.  She was redirected away from the deer and then stopped barking.  This may have been her first time to see a deer.  This was the only incident we had where she was startled.  

Juno is dog distracted. On neighborhood walks if the dog was father away he would look at it and turn around to look when it passed, but would refocus eventually. We had took him on an outing that had a lot of pet dogs, and owners were unaware and would not give us space. Trying to get through the dogs and people was very difficult. Not so emergency luring did not work, he could care less about the food.  

Juno experienced many distractions while on our three outings. Most of the distractions were people, animals (dogs, rabbits, and deer), kids, smells, noises, etc. He did very well with all. There are three instances worth noting. First one was we were walking in a child area that had a young child about two years of age and his mother while we walked away (roughly 20 feet) the mother yelled "don't do that". Juno turned around to see, it was longer than a glance but shorter than a stare. He recovered quickly. The second occurrence was when we were walking near the busy street, Juno kept turning his head to the left, at first, I didn’t think too much about it, but it progressively got harder to correct him with a slight nudge of the GL. There were a couple of times I decided to just turn the other direction to get his attention, which worked, and he went back to his happy walking self. The last one was when we were walking in our neighborhood, we have a lot of dogs. This one incident was a dog approximately 50 feet from the sidewalk, this dog was inside barking aggressively through a clear storm door, Juno handled it very well.

Our outings consisted of high traffic and noise areas. We did two outings near HWY83 (6 lane road with heavy traffic). The first outing was on the west side which consisted of two multi unit complexes that gave Juno lots of distractions, different types of surfaces, a shopping center, crosswalks, and a bus stop experience (did not get on the bus). The second outing was on the east side that consisted with distractions, surfaces, a strip with multi restaurants (outdoor seating), closer people interaction, a park, and a library with outdoor things. We did another outing at an outdoor mall and one retail store. The outdoor mall had many distractions and surfaces.





Not-So-Helpful:

She is a very sweet girl and we enjoyed having her for a few days.

Juno did fine with distractions.

Juno didn’t like loud noises or puddles.

Juno did great.  She’s a good dog.
